
 

 

William Huxham died 1839 Ironfounder 
Elizabeth Huxham died 1832 aged 54 
 
There is no stone for this family but burial records show: 

Elizabeth Huxham died in 1773 wife of William Huxham 
Mrs Huxham died 1781 
Huxham an unnamed child died 1803 
Huxham an unnamed infant died 25 March 1809 
Ellen Huxham died 1818 aged 3 and a half daughter of William an Ironfounder. 
Mr Huxham died Jan 1820 aged 84 
Elizabeth Huxham died 14 July 1832 aged 54 wife of William Huxham 

 
There is no record of the first Elizabeth Huxham elsewhere. 
William Huxham was born in about 1774 the son of George Huxham and Mary Vavasour and bap-
tised in Plymouth at the Batter Street Presbyterian Church. 1  George Huxham and Mary Huxham 
his parents are probably the Mrs Huxham who died in 1781 and Mr Huxham who died in 1820 
aged 84. 
 
William married Elizabeth Spicer Drewe in 1795 at St Martins Exeter. 2 
 
They had at least 9 children: 

William b: June 1795 and baptised in Plymouth. 3 
George b:1798 4  John b:1800 5   Henry b:1803 6 
Frederick 1805 7 George, John, Henry, Frederick and Emily were all baptised at 

George’s Meeting House in 1810 8 
Mary Vavasour 1811 9  Ellen 1815 to 1818 10  Charles 1818 11 

 
There are records of 4 of the children surviving to adulthood.  There are records of unnamed child 
deaths/burials for 3 other children in 1803, 1809 and 1813. 12 
 
1804 A partnership between William Huxham and Samuel KingdoN was dissolved and the business 
was carried on by William Huxham. 13 
 
1815 A Commission of Bankruptcy was awarded against William Hexham for The Iron Foundry in 
Ewings Lane. 14  Despite this he seems to have continued in business.  
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1819 William Huxham wrote a long letter to the Exeter Flying Post concerning the beating of his 
son by a master at school and action he took against this - “On 5th May 1813 at nine in the morn-
ing my son returned from school and immediately informed me he had left it because he had 
missed a word and that he was about to be flogged for his defcalation”.  
 
William Huxham visited the school and spoke to the master and thought that they had agreed to 
let the matter rest. However when the boy returned to the school the next day “Mr T came to him 
and called 3 or 4 boys from their seats and took the defenceless victim by legs and arms and laid 
him prostrate on the desk…..when he inflicted a punishment on him which would perhaps disgrace 
a Turk or Algerine.” 15 
 
He continues to be horrified about the treatment of his son by this master. It is most likely, given 
the date, that the son was Frederick who was his oldest surviving son. 
 
1821 Fire destroys iron foundry and smithy  in Ewings Lane. Business was later resumed. 16 
 
1822 Patent: Improvements to roof construction. 17 
 
1827/1830/1831/1832/1833/1836/1837 William Huxham is listed as an Iron Founder in Shilhay 
18/19, one of four in that part of Exeter. 
 
Elizabeth Huxham died July 14th 1832. 20 
 
William Huxham died August 27th 1839. 21/22  
1840 Will of William Huxham. 23 
His will originally made John Holland of Crediton and Jonathan Glyde of St Thomas executers, advi-
sors and assigners for his will. It must have been written over time because of the various men-
tions of his sons some of whom were no longer alive when he dies but was finalised in 1827. 
 
Frederick and Charles possibly took over the business, however it soon becomes a partnership 
with James Armitage Brown who married their sister Mary. 24 
 
Emily Drewe Huxham married James Strick son of John Strick a cornfactor in 1839 in St Thomas. 25 
He seems to have come from Wales and moved back to Wales with his family.26 He is variously 
listed as an insurance agent and a coal merchant. They had 4 children Mary, James, Emily and 
Frank 27. 
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Mary Vavasour Huxham married James Armitage Brown in 1842 who became a partner in the 
business 28.  They had 5 children:  Ralph, Charles, Edward, Margaret and Mary 29. Only Mary mar-
ried. 30 
 
1846: Huxham and Brown  are listed as Iron Founders and Smiths  on Commercial Road 31. 
 
There is no mention of the family in the 1841 Census 
 
1851 
Family were living at 52 Alphington Road/Sydney House (which no longer exists but stood beside 
Sydney Place on Alphington Street).  The residents were Frederick Huxham, Charles Huxham and 
James and Mary Brown and their 5 children.  The business employed 41 men and boys.32 
 
Frederick Huxham died on November 1st 1859.33\34 
He left very little money but this could have been because it was tied up in the business.35 
 
There is no mention of the Huxhams in the 1861 Census although their brother in law James 
Brown, his wife Mary and 5 of their children are listed. 36  
 
1871 
Charles Huxham was living at Sydney House Alphington Road. James Brown, his wife Mary and 3 of 
their children also lived in the house.  
Charles Huxham was a partner in the business with James Brown employing 48 men and  8 boys. 37 
 
1881 
James Brown a manufacturing engineer was living at 2, Regents Park Heavitree with his wife Mary 
Brown and 3 children. He employed 44 men and boys.  There is now mention of Charles Hexham 
who does not appear elsewhere in the census, although he died at this address 8 years later. 38 
 
Charles Huxham died on March 14th 1889. 39 
 
1891 
James Brown a steam engineer manufacturer was living at 2, Regents Park  with 3 of his adult chil-
dren. 40 
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