ELIZABETH TAPRELL Memorial 39
CHINA TAPRELL
ELIZABETH TAPRELL

This headstone commemorates China Taprell, his wife Elizabeth and their infant
daughter, also called Elizabeth, who died at the age of two.

China Taprell, who died in November 1828, aged 59, was a joiner’. He does not appear
as an independent tradesman in Pigot’s Directory of Exeter of 1822/3, but his address
was in the area of The (Cathedral) Close.

He married Elizabeth Cann on 11" January 1795 at St Mary Arches church in Exeter?.
They had a daughter, Mary, who was baptised on 15 November 1795 at St Mary Major®
and their younger daughter, Elizabeth, was born on 2" February 1800 and baptised at
the Castle Street Independent chapel, Exeter, on 22" March 1801.%

According to the inscription on the headstone the infant Elizabeth died on 27" January
1804 aged 2 years. However there is a discrepancy here with her date of birth in
February 1800. The account book for the Dissenter's Graveyard shows a payment of 8
shillings from Tapperell for breaking the ground for the burial of his child on 15t February
1802°. It is probable therefore that she died on 27" January 1802 and that the headstone,
which was not erected until 1817, is incorrect.

Elizabeth, China’s wife, who is also on this memorial, was buried on 27" April 1835,
aged 69, and was still living in The Close at the time of her death®.

Their elder daughter Mary Taprell never married, and was shown in the censuses from
1841 to 1871 as living alone in The (Cathedral) Close, working as a corset maker’. She
died in 1872, aged 78.8

Note the surname Taprell is frequently spelled Taperell.
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